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Community Initiatives, Inc. Partners with Charlie’s Farm, LLC and Author
Loni Belle to Bring Literacy and Art to Local Children

Greenwood, SC — [August 21, 2025] — Community Initiatives, Inc. (CII) proudly announced
a special literacy and arts collaboration that united Charlie’s Farm, LLC of La Jolla, California;
children’s book author Loni Belle; and generous donor Karen Seely. Together, they provided
preschool and elementary students enrolled in CII’s Toddler Learning Center and Safe Haven
After School Program with an inspiring reading experience and engaging educational kits
designed to spark a love of learning.

The highlight of the initiative was a bi-coastal reading with author Loni Belle, who shared her
children’s book, Moo-Nay R U Monet? The story follows the adventures of Moo-Nay, a cow on
Charlie’s Farm who dreams of becoming an artist, encouraging children to explore their
creativity and imagination.

Every child enrolled in the program received a cow-print reusable bag filled with a copy of Moo-
Nay R U Monet?, a plush stuffed cow, sketch pad, a crayon pack, and stickers.

To further support learning, teachers were equipped with curriculum guides aligned to age-
appropriate Common Core Standards along with a CD of the playful “Do The Moo!” song,
designed to reinforce literacy and creativity in the classroom.

This effort was made possible by the generosity of donor Karen Seely, who sought a meaningful
way to strengthen literacy while supporting an author and a nonprofit organization. Serendipity
played a role when Loni Belle introduced herself to Teresa Goodman, Executive Director of
Community Initiatives, during a chance meeting in Washington, D.C., in July. That connection
quickly blossomed into a partnership that brought joy, inspiration, and learning opportunities to
children across CII’s programs.

“This project is a true example of what happens when creativity, generosity, and community
come together,” said Teresa Goodman. “The joy on the children’s faces as they read, created art,

and danced to the Moo-Nay theme is a reminder of why partnerships like this are so important.”

Author Loni Belle added, “It was such an honor and privilege to read my story of Moo along
with the CI community including the adorable children, faculty, and guests. They were so
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happily engaged by waving, smiling, and giggling during our Zoom interaction! Watching them
dance with instruments and scarves to our song “Do the Moo!” was endearing. My hope is that
they will share this experience and book with their families at home. Then, everyone would be
able to pack up their imaginations and enjoy this whimsical art adventure!”

About Community Initiatives, Inc.:

Community Initiatives, Inc., a nonprofit based in Greenwood, SC, is dedicated to enhancing the
quality of life in rural communities through a holistic approach to health, wellness, and
community development. Serving Greenwood, Abbeville, Saluda, Edgefield, McCormick, and
Laurens counties, the organization addresses a range of critical needs, including access to
healthcare, early childhood and STEAM education, and economic empowerment. Through
advocacy, partnerships, and sustainable programs, Community Initiatives, Inc. fosters resilience
and well-being across the communities it serves.
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